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A Han at Art

n 20403, artist Melissa Schaid-Frantz got 10 visit the land of her mother’s birth—\Viet-
I nam—for the first time, She visited har family in the southern part of the country,

then headed to northern Vietnam. There she saw thousand-year-old rice terraces
carved into the hills near Sa Pa. Those terraces and “the vitality and ingenuity of the
minarity Hmang peoples of the region” inspired Scheld-Frantz 10 underake & whale
naw saries of paintings.

Scheid-Frantz's work (one of her paintings is pictured) has a luminescant appeal, de-
picting architecture and landscapes in a style that, whils clearly har own, combines
the quiet mystery of di Chirico’s paintings of buildings and street scenes with the pley-
ful parspective and bright palette of Marc Chagall.

Her wark is all the more remarkable when you learn that she paints almost entirely
with her fingars. You can see Scheid-Frantz's work at Hampshire College, where she is
Director of the Multicultural Center, through Jan. 20.You can alzo catch an axhibit at
Brattleboro’s Windham Art Gallary,

Through Jan. 20, Hampshire College Main Gallery, Hampshire College, Route 116,
South Ambherst, 582-5544.
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Big Voices

omeawhone batween the reso- S,
nance of the didgeridoo and ~
the low growl of a really good belch, you'll
find the sonorous wonder of Tuvan throat-singing. This highly unusual
mathod of producing sound actually enables one singer to produece multiple
tomes.

Tha style is traditional in the land of TannuTuva, which lies between Siberia
and Mongolia. Tuva was occupied in 1244 by the Soviet Union, and its cultur-
al traditions were largely unknown to the rest of the world until the "S0s.

This month offers a chance to catch quite @ lot of Tuvan music—Shel-
burme'’s Pothole Pictures is showing Genghis Blues Jan. 13-14. Genghis Blues
follows the journey of Paul Pena (pictured above with Tuvan singar Kongar-ol
Ondar), a blind bluasman who taught himself throat-singing, then wravelled
toTuva to compete, whare he proved a major hit. The Tuvan band Huun-
Huur Tu will offer live throat-singing the next

weakand in Shelburne as part of the Hill-
town Folk series,

pick of
Genghis Blues: Jan. 13-14, 56, 7:30
the WEEk pom.{preceded at 7 pom, by music from
Suzanne Barkan) Pothole Pictures,
Memarial Hall, 51 Bridge St., Shalburne

Falls, 625-2896.

Huun-Huur Tu: Jan, 20, $20/advance, $25deor, 7:30 p.m., Memarial Hall,
51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls, 625-6878.

=Jamas Heflin
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